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SENATE INTRODUCES APPRENTICESHIP RATIO BILL
   It’s a new legislative session, and already, Senator Dominic Ruggerio has introduced the controversial Apprenticeship Ratio Bill that the ABC Membership fought so hard to kill in the 2009 session.

   The bill has not been scheduled for a hearing yet, but it is certainly not too early to contact your State Senator and voice your opposition to this bill, which will not only hurt small businesses,  but will also impose apprenticeship ratios on companies that are not in licensed trades…and therefore not even required to have apprentices.

   Most ABC members know where this legislation is coming from, but here is a thumbnail sketch of the motivation behind the trade unions pushing for this bill:

   For years, unions have negotiated inflated journeyperson to apprentice ratios in order to protect their journeyperson members.  It would appear that there has been a concern that having too many apprentices might threaten the members’ jobs.

   Beginning in 2007, the State Apprenticeship Council, which is heavily controlled and influenced by the trade unions, has been trying to impose these ratios on all construction companies (union and non-union).  Why?  Because these ratios have proven to make the union companies that have to abide by them rather uncompetitive with non-union companies who are currently allowed to operate one to one (one apprentice for each journeyperson).  The unions have various ratios, depending on the particular negotiated bargaining agreement under which they operate, from one to one for plumbers (because plumbers are one to one by state law) all the way up to five to one.

   The unions claim safety is their motivation in attempting to force these higher ratios on the entire industry, but they have never been able to produce a single study to back up this assertion. (Rumor has it the State Apprenticeship Council may be attempting to conduct its own study…but you can imagine how biased that would be).
   In a survey of its members in 2009, ABC found that if non-union contractors and subcontractors were forced to abide by the unions’ higher ratios, more than 100 employees would immediately lose their jobs.  This argument, more than any, probably helped ABC and RIBA to convince enough legislators to vote to sustain a veto of the 2009 version of the bill.  With enough votes to sustain the veto in existence, the legislature never bothered to bring it up for an override vote.
   But, it’s a new year, and a new legislative session, so the bill is back…at least in the Senate (S-2371).  It’s likely there will be a companion bill in the House.  So it’s important that all ABC members call or email their Senators and Representatives to voice your opposition to this bill.

MEET ABC’S NEWEST STAFF MEMBER, MICHAEL LOGEE
   We are pleased to announce that Michael Logee has joined the ABC Rhode Island Chapter Staff as Membership Director.  Michael’s appointment was made possible by a Selected Chapter Grant from ABC National.

   Michael’s primary responsibility will be  membership growth and retention.  In addition, thanks to his prior experience, he will be very instrumental in the success of the Harvey Simms Memorial Golf Tournament, which is mentioned later in this newsletter. 

   Michael is a graduate of Tollgate High School, in Warwick and received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Public Relations from URI.  He is currently working on his Masters Degree in Labor Relations and Human Resources.  As you can see, his background makes him a perfect fit with ABC as he speaks with members and potential members about the work ABC does on behalf of its members…especially in labor matters.

   For the past seven years, Michael has worked at Bonnet Shores Beach Club in Narragansett as Beverage and Entertainment Manager.  

   “More Members, More Clout”.  This is especially true, today, with the many challenges our members face in this critical election year.  As you can see from the lead article on page one of this newsletter, the Legislature shows no sign of letting up on legislation that favors the unions and hurts our members.  “More Members, More Clout” has never been more true.  Michael will be calling and visiting members to introduce himself.  He’s an engaging young man with a great deal of enthusiasm.  Most of all, he’s totally onboard with the Merit Shop Philosophy.  Welcome Michael Logee!

 NEW 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE BEING FORMED, FIRST MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 6
   Does your business depend upon your ability to get in front of potential clients for a face-to-face meeting?  If so, you’ll want to be a member of the new Membership Committee we are now forming.  The first meeting of the Membership Committee will be held Tuesday, April 6 at 4:00 p.m.  Each meeting will last no more than an hour.  The Membership Committee Meetings will be held in the ABC Office Boardroom located at 249 Roosevelt Avenue, Suite 203, Pawtucket, RI 02860.  The Committee plans to meet once a month, and as long as the day works for everyone, it will always be at the same time on the first Tuesday of each month.

   The concept is simple:  Each month the members of the Committee will select one or two companies to visit in the name of ABC.  The idea is to get new members to join and to make sure existing members are visited and continue their memberships.

   Oh yes…and while you are there visiting as an ABC “Ambassador”, you are perfectly welcome to mention your own business and how your products and/or services can benefit them, as well.  Be sure to leave your business card with the companies you visit.
   Does this sound like a good way for you to meet more prospects?  If so, you can volunteer for the Membership Services Committee by emailing ABC’s new Membership Director, Michael Logee at michael@abcri.org.  Or you can call him to find out more at 401-305-3510. 

   This is an excellent way for you to drum up new business while helping ABC grow.  Hope to see you on April 6 at 4:00 PM at the ABC office.

LEGISLATION IMPORTANT TO ABC MEMBERS IS ONLINE AT www.abcri.org
   One of the most important benefits of ABC membership is knowing that the ABC staff and lobbyists are watching out for you on a day-to-day basis at the Statehouse and in Washington D.C.  

   However, we know that some of our members would like to know what bills are out there, what they are designed to do, and how they might impact (some positively and others negatively) your ability to do business.  

   ABC’s lobbyists, Martiesian and Associates, have produced a grid that shows all of the bills that our members should know about and where these bills are in the legislative process.

   For a quick glimpse of these bills and the issues ABC is working on…on your behalf, simply go to www.abcri.org.  At the left of the homepage, click on RI Legislative.  Then click on Click here for current status of bills under consideration for the 2010 Legislative Session.  That will take you to the grid that Martiesian & Associates has produced, which lists the Bill Number, Sponsor, Description of the Bill, and ABC’s Position on the Bill (if we have one).  The grid is updated frequently, so feel free to check it often.  If you have any questions about any of the bills…or ABC’s reasoning for its position, don’t hesitate to call Robert Boisselle at 401-305-3510…or email him at robert@abcri.org.  

THIRD ANNUAL HARVEY SIMMS MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT TO BE HELD JUNE 7, 2010 

AT CRANSTON COUNTRY CLUB 

   Former ABC President,  Harvey Simms, was passionate about two things…(1) ABC’s cause for free enterprise and the rights of Merit Shop Contractors to be treated on an equal level with union shop contractors; and (2) Sports of all kinds.

   The Third Annual Harvey C. Simms Memorial Golf Tournament will take place on June 7, 2010 at the Cranston Country Club.  For the third year in a row, a portion of the proceeds from the tournament will be used to fund a scholarship in Harvey’s name and memory that will be given to a graduating senior at the William M. Davies, Jr. Career & Technical High School.  Harvey served on the Davies Board until his untimely death in 2007.

   Brochures for the Golf Tournament will be  mailed out to all ABC members in a couple of weeks.  In the meantime, please hold the date on your calendar.
   The tournament schedule is:

7:30 – 8:45 am   Registration & Lite

                           Breakfast

9:00 am              Shotgun Start 

3:00 pm             Dinner and Awards

POLL SHOWS VOTERS OPPOSE OBAMA’S HEALTH CARE REFORM
   The majority of voters in 11 key congressional districts across the country oppose the current health care reform legislation being advocated by President Obama and Democratic leaders, according to a poll released March 10 by the StartOver! Coalition, a group of 248 leading employer associations, including ABC, that are dedicated to passing meaningful reform. 
   Following the release of President Obama’s outline for health care reform, likely voters were surveyed by The Tarrance Group in congressional districts in Arizona, Colorado, Indiana, New Jersey, Ohio, Nevada, New York, and Pennsylvania on March 7 and 8.  Across all districts surveyed, 52.7 percent of respondents opposed the Democratic health care bill and 77 percent said they believed their taxes would go up if the current health care legislation were passed by Congress.  
   More than 58 percent of respondents opposed the use of budget reconciliation, a parliamentary procedure that would push the health care reform bill through Congress by limiting debate, and 69 percent said their representatives’ vote on health care will be an important consideration in how they vote   in the next election, this coming November.  
   In addition to its participation in the StartOver! Coalition, ABC March 4 called on Congress to “wipe the slate clean” of current health care reform legislation and start focusing on issues that will control costs for our members and for all companies..  
   “A bill of this magnitude that impacts so many of the nation’s construction contractors and their employees deserves full examination,” said Geoff Burr, ABC’s vice president of federal affairs.  “Simply enrolling more Americans in a fatally flawed health care system with out-of-control costs does not constitute reform.”  
ABC RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER JOINS  START OVER! COALITION

   Employers for a Healthy Economy is a coalition of organizations representing small and large employers that have joined together to protect the employer-sponsored health care that more than 160 million Americans rely on to keep them healthy.

   The legislation being put forth by Congress will not improve the state of health care. In fact, it will only make health care more expensive for small business, large business and individuals. If we don’t take this opportunity to control the rate of growth in health care costs we are squandering a golden opportunity. 

   As we recover from the global economic crisis we cannot afford a proposal that will stifle job creation with new taxes, while doing little to help employers and employees cope with the rising costs of health care. 

   It is imperative that any health care reform measure considered:

1. Not create a government run healthcare system and thereby undermine private market competition and market-based negotiation; 

2. Not tax employer-sponsored health care; 

3. Reduce the growth in health care spending rather than accelerate it; 

4. Not increase the burden on employers at this difficult economic time. 
RHODE ISLAND CONSTRUCTION TRAINING ACADEMY CONTINUES TO OFFER A VARIETY OF SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS

CPR Class Scheduled  March 18

When:  March 18, 2010

Time:  9 am – 1 pm

Where:  RICTA Classroom

249 Roosevelt Ave., Lower Level

Pawtucket, RI 02860

   This course will teach you to recognize signs and symptoms of people who need rescue breathing, how to aid a choking victim, and  how to perform CPR for an adult having a heart attack.  The course also teaches how to perform rapid defibrillation.  Upon Completion, attendees will receive a CPR/AED card valid for two years.  (See sign up sheet on page five of this newsletter).

Forklift Training Scheduled March 31 

When:  March 31, 2010
Time:  9 am – 1 pm

Where:  RICTA Classroom

249 Roosevelt Ave., Lower Level

Pawtucket, RI 02860

   Upon completion of this class participants will receive a wallet card and certificate that is a pre-requisite to obtaining a hoisting license.  Hoisting license application paperwork will be provided.  (See sign up sheet on page six of this newsletter).















